
In re Casey Marie Anthony, Bankruptcy Case Number 13-00922 in the Tampa
Division of the Middle District of Florida.



State v. Casey Anthony
• Arrested in July 2008 and charged 

with first degree murder of her 2‐
year‐old daughter

• Became known as “Tot Mom,” a 
nickname coined by TV 
personality Nancy Grace, during 
the coverage of the murder trial 
in June and July 2011.

• Acquitted of the murder charges 
in July 2011, but convicted of four 
counts of providing false 
information to law enforcement

• Released for time served in July 
2011



In re Casey Marie Anthony
Case No. 13‐00922 (Bankr. M.D. Fla.)

• Filed Chapter 7 case on January 25, 
2013

• Scheduled unsecured claims totaling 
nearly $800,000, most of which was 
for legal fees and costs billed by the 
State of Florida for costs associated 
with the search for her missing 
daughter

• Scheduled approximately $1,000 in personal property, all of which was 
claimed as exempt

• In March 2013, Trustee filed motion to approve auction procedures for sale of 
rights for Anthony’s life story

• Anthony objected to the motion, arguing that the property that the Trustee 
sought to sell did not exist on the petition date and would require post‐
petition labor to create

• Trustee and Anthony ultimately agreed to compromise the matter in exchange 
for Anthony’s payment of $25,000



Ethical Considerations
• Should a lawyer advise his or her client to schedule rights to 

the client’s life story?
• Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct

– Rule 1.03(b) – “A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent 
reasonably necessary to permit the client to make informed decisions 
regarding the representation.”

• FRBP 1008 
– “All petitions, lists, schedules, statements and amendments thereto 

shall be verified or contain an unsworn declaration as provided in 28 
U.S.C. § 1746.

• Bankruptcy Fraud
– 18 U.S.C. § 152 (Concealment of assets; false oaths and claims; 

bribery)
– 18 U.S.C. § 1519 (Destruction, alteration, or falsification of records in 

Federal investigations and bankruptcy)



UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 

 
In re:       
        
Casey Marie Anthony,                           Case Number:  8:13-bk-00922-KRM                                                                                   
                                                                        Chapter 7 
         Debtor.       
______________________/ 
 

TRUSTEE’S MOTION SELL PROPERTY  

OF THE ESTATE AND APPROVE AUCTION PROCEDURES 

 
Stephen L. Meininger, Chapter 7 Trustee (“Trustee”), by and through his 

undersigned attorney, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §363 and Fed.R.Bankr.P §§ 2002 and 6004, 

and other applicable law, files this Motion to Sell Property of the Estate and Approve 

Auction Procedures, saying: 

1. On January 25, 2013, Casey Marie Anthony (“Debtor”) filed a Voluntary 

Petition for Relief under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

2. Stephen L. Meininger was appointed interim trustee and is now duly 

qualified and acting as Trustee.  

3. Among the assets of the Estate are the exclusive worldwide rights in 

perpetuity to the commercialization of Anthony’s life story including her version of the 

facts, her thoughts and impressions of whatever nature, in so far as these pertain to her 

childhood, the disappearance and death of her daughter, Caylee Anthony, her subsequent 

arrest, incarceration, trial, acquittal and withdrawal from society, including the rights to 

motion pictures, documentaries, live stage performances and any other form of 

performance art, any transmission of video and /or audio content, by any means of 

technology, whether presently existing or hereafter developed, including, without 
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limitation, standard free over-the-air television, non-standard television distribution 

including, without limitation, basic, tier and/or premium cable distribution; direct 

broadcast satellite television, subscription television; multi-point distribution systems, 

multiple multi-point distribution systems, local multi-point distribution systems, satellite 

master antenna television systems, open video system, television receive-only, closed 

circuit television, and radio; online including, without limitation, Internet, world-wide-

web, all forms of social media, including Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitter 

now known or hereinafter developed; cable modem and all other forms of online 

distribution now known and hereinafter developed; internet protocol television, 

mobile/wireless, all portable devices including tablets and /or mobile phones; all 

interactive forms of distribution now known or hereinafter developed; airline, theater, 

restaurant and hotel/motel distribution, narrow and broadband services, video dial tone, 

paper-per-view, high-definition format, video-on-demand, and subscription video-on-

demand; literary rights including publication(s) in print and /or electronic means, 

including but not limited to electronic books, audio books, online magazines, and internet 

articles; and merchandise tie-ins (the “Property”). 

4. The Trustee has received a written offer from James M. Schober in the 

amount of $10,000 for the Property. Mr. Schober’s stated intention is to acquire the 

Property in order to prevent Ms. Anthony or others from publishing or profiting from her 

story in the future, and therefore his offer is not subject to any contingency based upon 

the cooperation or promise of cooperation from Ms. Anthony.  

5. Due to the intense public interest in the Debtor and the Property, the 

Trustee believes that there will be interest from others in purchasing the Property.  
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6. The Trustee believes, in the exercise of his business judgment, that if there 

are additional bids that it would be appropriate to set terms for bidding for the Property as 

the best way to maximize the value for the Estate and its creditors. 

7. The Trustee believes that the establishment of an orderly procedure for 

bidding for the Property will be the most efficient and effective method of selling the 

Property, and that such a process is necessary, appropriate and in the best interest of all 

creditors. 

8. The Trustee will entertain any higher bid for the purchase of the Property 

that meets the following requirements: (a) such bids must be in writing and accompanied 

by a deposit of 100% of the proposed higher purchase price; (b) such higher bid must be 

received by the Trustee’s counsel no later than twenty-one (21) days from the date of 

mailing of this motion; and (c) a statement that such higher bid is not contingent upon 

Ms. Anthony’s cooperation. If no additional bids are received, James Schoder will be the 

winning bidder.  If more than one bid has been received, an auction will occur among 

bidders. If an auction becomes necessary, the Court will set an auction date. The rules 

governing the auction shall be: a) Any person wishing to bid must provide to the 

undersigned counsel in a form acceptable to the Trustee, proof of financial ability to pay, 

b) the minimum raise on any raise on any bid shall be $10,000, c) the winning bidder 

shall close within ten (10) days of the Court entering its order approving the auction, d) 

the second highest bidder shall serve as a back-up bidder in the event that the winning 

bidder fails to close within the ten (10) day period, e) the back-up bidder shall close 

within ten (10) days after the winning bidder fails to close, f) immediately after the Court 

approves the winning bid and back-up bid, the Trustee shall return all funds to 
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unsuccessful bidders, except the back-up bidder, g) in the event the winning bidder fails 

to close, the deposit shall be forfeited to the Bankruptcy Estate. 

 

WHEREFORE, Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee, requests that this Court enter an 

Order Granting this Motion authorizing the Trustee to sell the Property under the terms 

and conditions set forth above, and to auction the Property under the terms set forth 

herein and to set a date for such auction. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
WATKINS LAW FIRM, P.A. 

 

/s/ Allan C. Watkins 

ALLAN C. WATKINS, ESQUIRE 
Florida Bar Number: 185104 
707 North Franklin Street, Suite 750 
Tampa, Florida 33602 
Tel:  (813) 226-2215 / Fax: (813) 226-2038 
Email:  allan@waktinslawfl.com 
Attorney for Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 
In re:       
        
Casey Marie Anthony,                           Case Number:  8:13-bk-00922-KRM 
                                                                        Chapter 7                                                                                           
         Debtor.       
______________________/ 
 

JOINT MOTION TO APPROVE COMPROMISE OF CONTROVERSY  

 

Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee, and Casey Marie Anthony, Debtor, by and through their 

respective undersigned counsel, pursuant to Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure Rule 9019 

and other applicable law, hereby move the Court for an order authorizing the Trustee to 

compromise a controversy between the Estate and the Debtor relating to intellectual property 

rights, the right of publicity and commercialization of the Debtor’s life story up to the date of the 

filing of the Petition, saying: 

 

  

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY TO OBJECT AND FOR HEARING 

 

Pursuant to Local Rule 2002-4, the Court will consider this motion, objection, or 

other matter without further notice or hearing unless a party in interest files an 

objection within 21 days from the date this paper is entered on the docket.  If you object 

to the relief requested in this paper, you must file your objection with the Clerk of Court 

at United States Bankruptcy Court, Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division, Sam M. 

Gibbons United States Courthouse, 801 N. Florida Avenue, Suite 727, Tampa, Florida 

33602-3899, and serve a copy on the Trustee, Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee, 707 North 

Franklin Street, Suite 850, Tampa, FL 33602 and Trustee’s attorney, Allan C. Watkins, 

Esquire, Watkins Law Firm, P.A., 707 N. Franklin Street, Suite 750, Tampa, FL 33602, 

and any other appropriate persons.   

If you file and serve an objection within the time permitted, the Court may 

schedule a hearing and you will be notified.  If you do not file an objection within the 

time permitted, the Court will consider that you do not oppose the granting of the relief 

requested in the paper without further notice or hearing, and may grant the relief 

requested. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. Casey Marie Anthony, filed a Voluntary Petition for Relief under Chapter 7 of the 

Bankruptcy Code on January 25, 2013. 

2. Stephen L. Meininger was appointed interim trustee and is now duly qualified and 

acting as Trustee. 

3. The Creditors Meeting pursuant to §341 of the Bankruptcy Code was held on 

March 4, 2013 and was concluded.  

4. On March 15, 2013, the Trustee filed a Motion to Sell Property of the Estate and 

Approve Auctions Procedures (Doc. No. 34). 

5. The Debtor filed her Response to the Trustee’s Motion to Sell Property on April 

4, 2013 (Doc. No. 51). 

6. On May 7, 2013, the Trustee filed a Notice of Withdrawal of the Motion to Sell 

Property (Doc. No. 88). 

CONTROVERSY 

7. The Trustee maintains that the Debtor has a right to publicity and to 

commercialization of her story, which became property of the Bankruptcy Estate (the “Estate”) 

upon filing. The Debtor’s story is potentially of great public interest. The Trustee has received a 

number of inquiries and two firm offers to purchase the right to commercialization of the 

Debtor’s story.  The Trustee fully realizes that the Debtor has no obligation to commercialize her 

story and the Trustee has no means to compel the Debtor to do so. 

8. The Debtor adamantly opposes the concept that the Estate has as property the 

right to commercialization of the Debtor’s story.  The “property” which the Trustee seeks to sell 

consists of memories, experiences, and thought processes that have not been recorded, 

transcribed, or otherwise expressed.  Rather, the Debtor would have to engage in post-petition 
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labor that would create the “property” in a form in which it could be sold or otherwise enjoyed 

by others.  The Debtor raises significant Constitutional, statutory, and equitable questions 

concerning the relief sought by the Trustee. 

9. Both the Debtor and the Trustee acknowledge that the relief sought in the 

Trustee’s Motion to sell the alleged property interest is novel and has not been addressed by any 

case law that the parties have been able to discover.  The parties also acknowledge that each side 

has made plausible arguments and that each bears some risk of losing the legal questions raised 

by the Trustee’s Motion. 

10. The parties have discussed this and reviewed substantial case law.  

COMPROMISE 

11. The parties have reached a compromise whereby the Debtor will pay to the Estate 

the sum of $25,000 to compromise the controversy as to whether the Estate has any property 

right that is an asset of the Estate which can be sold.   

12. The Trustee believes and asserts that this compromise is in the best interest of the 

creditors in the Estate, in that it will avoid substantial long term litigation. Some “experts” have 

opined that the “property” at issue is not cognizable in this proceeding and that the relief sought 

by the Trustee has serious Constitutional implications.  On the other hand, in the Bloomberg 

Report “Bill on Bankruptcy” of April 8, 2013 (on YouTube), Bill Rochelle commented that the 

Estate probably may have some property interest in the matter at issue, but he questioned how 

much. He further commented that this issue could easily go the Eleventh Circuit and, potentially, 

the Supreme Court.   

 

13. In the event of an adverse decision, there is no doubt that the Debtor would 

exhaust all of her options for appeal.  Thus, the questions raised could remain unanswered for 
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years.  This would result in the unwarranted expenditure of the resources of the parties and the 

Court, as well as the unnecessary taxation of the system.  As a practical matter, the Trustee 

believes and asserts that the potential value of the commercialization rights to a story which the 

Debtor may never tell are limited and do not warrant the expenditure of the legal time and effort 

necessary to pursue the sale.  

14. The Trustee believes that the proposed compromise satisfies the standards 

necessary for the Court to approve the compromise and is in the best interest of its Estate and its 

creditors.  The cost of litigation and the risk of potential loss justify the settlement.  The Trustee 

is acting within his reasonable discretion in making the settlement. 

15. It is generally recognized that the law favors compromise of disputes over 

litigation. In re: Bicoastal Corporation, 164 B.R. 1009, 1016 (Bankr.M.D.Fla.1993). Some 

Courts have held that a proposed settlement should be approved unless it yields less than the 

lowest amount the litigation could reasonably produce.  In re Holywell Corp., 93 B.R.291, 294 

(Bankr.S.D.FLA.1998).  In the case of In re: Justice Oaks II, Ltd., 898 F.2d 1544 (11th Cir. 

1990), cert. denied, 498 U.S. 959, 111 S.Ct.387, 112 L.Ed.2d 298 (1990), the Eleventh Circuit 

enunciated certain factors which must be considered in determining whether to approve a 

compromise, which are: 

a. The probability of success in the litigation;  

b. The difficulties, if any to be encountered in the matter of  

  collection; 

c. The complexity of the litigation involved, the expense,  

  inconvenience and delay necessarily attending it; and 

d. The paramount interest of the creditors and a proper  

  deference to the reasonable views in the premises. 
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16. The Trustee believes that the compromise satisfies the Justice Oaks, factors.   

WHEREFORE, Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee, requests this Court enter an order 

approving this compromise and ordering that the Debtor will pay to the Bankruptcy Estate the 

sum of $25,000, and for such other and further relief as just. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
WATKINS LAW FIRM, P.A. 

 
/s/ Allan C. Watkins 

ALLAN C. WATKINS, ESQUIRE 

Florida Bar Number: 185104 
707 North Franklin Street, Suite 750 
Tampa, Florida 33602 
Tel: (813) 226-2215 
Email: allan@waktinslawfl.com 
Attorney for Stephen L. Meininger, Trustee 

 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished 

by either CM/ECF electronic transmission or by United States postage prepaid mail to: United 
States Trustee, 501 E. Polk Street, Suite 1200, Tampa, Florida 33602; Stephen L. Meininger, 
Esquire, 707 North Franklin Street, Suite 850, Tampa, FL 33602;  David L. Schrader, Esq., 111 
Second Avenue NE, Suite 911, St. Petersburg, FL 33701: Debra Ferwerda, Esq., 351 E. Sr 434, 
Winter Springs, Florida 32708; Debra Ferwerda, Esq., 351 E. Sr 434, Winter Springs, Florida 
32708; and Casey Marie Anthony, c/o Charles M Greene, Esq., 55 E Pine Street, Orlando, FL 
32801 and to all parties in interest on the CM/ECF matrix on July 3, 2013. 

 
/s/ Allan C. Watkins 

ALLAN C. WATKINS, ESQUIRE 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 

 

In re:       
        
Casey Marie Anthony,                           Case Number:  8:13-bk-00922-KRM  
                                                                        Chapter 7 
 
         Debtor.       
______________________/ 

 

ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO  

APPROVE COMPROMISE OF CONTROVERSY 

 

THIS CAUSE came on for consideration on the Trustee’s Joint Motion to 

Compromise Controversy with Casey Marie Anthony filed July 3, 2013 (Doc. No. 122). 

Notice having been given pursuant to Local Rule 2002-4 and no creditor or party in 

interest having filed an objection or sought a hearing, and the Court being fully advised in 

the premise, it is. 

ORDERED: 

1. That the Joint Motion to Compromise Controversy between the Stephen L. 

Meininger, Trustee, and Casey Marie Anthony, Debtor be and it is hereby GRANTED;  

2. Upon the payment of $25,000 to the Trustee, the Estate will relinquish any 

right to publicity and commercialization of the Debtor’s story which it may claim as 

property of the Estate. 

             DONE AND ORDERED in Tampa, Florida _____________________________ 

 

 

K. Rodney May 

United States Bankruptcy Judge 
 
 

Attorney, Allan C. Watkins, Esq. is directed to serve a copy of this order on interested 
parties and file a proof of service within 3 days of entry of the order.  
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